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Message from the Chair
It has been a very busy few months for
NATSIWA with our AGM pending and the
Election of new Board members.
Elections are currently running for VIC, NSW,
TI and SA. Results of the election will be
finalised on Monday 10th November 2019.
I wish to thank the outgoing Board Members
for their commitment to NATSIWA. It is
crucial to the organisation to have dedicated
and committed Board members to oversee the
running of the organisation.
We are holding our AGM in Launceston
Tasmania this year on 15rh November. (see
AGM notice below)
We look forward to meeting with our
Tasmanian members.
We thank Regina Turner for stepping into the
casual position created with the Resignation of
Ivy Trevallion.
Ivy has been a long-standing Board member
and supporter of NATSIWA. We wish her all
the best on her future adventures.
With the year coming to an end, I will take
this opportunity to wish you and your families
a safe Holiday season.

NEWSLETTER September/October 2019 EDITION

Our Board
Chairperson
Susan Sewter
(QLD)
Deputy Chairperson
Karin Williams
(VIC)
Treasurer
Anna Strzelecki
(SA)
Board Member
Regina Turner
(TSI)
Board Member
(WA)
Vacant
Board Member
Karen Parter (ACT)
Board Member
Bianca Templar
(TAS)
Board Member
Bronwyn Penrith
(NSW)
Board Member
Tanyha Nasir
(NT)

Susan Sewter
chair@natsiwa.org.au
Visit our website - www.natsiwa.org.au

1

Note from our Acting CEO.
Christine Ross
Greetings NATSIWA Members, it's
always exciting to welcome our new members
and in 2019 we have had a record number join
us so thank you ladies .As you would know we
had a few States up for nominations for new
Directors so thank you to the ladies who
nominated as it much appreciated and we look
forward to announcing the successful
nominees soon and before the AGM.
As we are a National Organisation, we ensure
that we host our AGM's around Australia and
this year we have chosen Launceston in
Tasmania, so please join us our Palawa Sisters
on Friday 15 November 2019.
As I come to the close of my Acting CEO role
it's time to reflect on a few key
achievements, the best is getting out and
meeting with our Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Women at our NATSIWA Forums
across Australia whether informal or formal.
It's really important to hear what your
concerns were for your towns/cities as they
do vary and report these back to our Board
but also our Funding Body.
We also love hearing about your success
stories of fabulous initiatives supporting our
women across the board.

Visit our website - www.natsiwa.org.au

I represented NATSIWA along with some of
our Directors at numerous meetings in the last
few months both with Ministers or two visiting
UN representatives the first with Victoria
Tauli-Corpuz UN Special Rapporteur on
Indigenous people and UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights Dr Michele
Bachelet. They were particularly keen to hear
about issues affecting Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Women.
Thank you to the Healing Foundation for
inviting me to Facilitate the National Women’s
Knowledge Circle for Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Men and Boys Violence
Prevention Framework Development held 29
October 2019 in Brisbane.
This was an incredibly important Forum to
ensure our Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Women’s input was included in the
Men’s Framework as we work collaboratively
on violence prevention and positive behaviour
change.
I was privileged to spend the day working
alongside all these incredible Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Woman from across
Australia featured in these photos. Many are
working in community organisations
particularly with our woman who have
experienced domestic violence, we thank them
for their tireless work, commitment and
passion for supporting our woman.

2

As we come to the end of 2019, we thank you
for your continued support to NATSIWA and
we are looking forward to expanding some of
our Programs in 2020.
Warmest Regards
Christine Ross

NATSIWA AGM
As NATSIWA is a National Aboriginal Organisation we
strongly support hosting our AGM’s around Australia
and this year it’s in Launceston Tasmania. Local
members are welcome to join us and if our Interstate
Members are unable to be there in person pls feel
free to dial in, contact numbers are below.
DATE:
Friday 15th November 2019
WHERE:
Quest Hotel Launceston
16 Paterson Street, Launceston Tas
7250 Australia
(03) 6333 3555 or email
questlaunceston@questapartments.com.au.
TIME:
10am – 1pm
Any Members who can not attend can calll in on
02 42385112 and when prompted, enter the
PIN 590159

Visit our website - www.natsiwa.org.au
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Uluru Climb officially Closed
On 25th October Yesterday we witnessed a
significant part of history as the climbing of Uluru
officially closed. This has been a long time coming
as the traditional owners the Anangu people have
been asking tourist for years to not climb it.

As Aboriginal people it was a very emotional day
as we proudly stand with the Anangu people as
they celebrated this historic occasion. At approx.
5pm the closure was marked in two ways: signs
referencing the climb were unbolted and
traditional owners performed an Inma, which “will
mark this moment with traditional culture to make
sure that it is remembered in that traditional
Anangu way”.

It is an incredibly powerful and very spiritual place
and all visitors are in awe of just how amazing it is.
So please continue to visit Uluru and know you can
still enjoy this incredible experience without
climbing it. Thank you to everyone of all cultures
who respected the wishes of the Anangu people
over the years by not climbing it.
#AlwayswasalwayswillbeAboriginalland
#proudmomentclosureofclimbingUluru

HARMONY Alliance Launch of RAP.
Christine Ross (CEO) and Wendy Anders (Senior
Project Officer) attended the Harmony Alliances
Meeting and launch of their RAP on Tuesday 21st.
Several great speakers such as Maria D and Tanya
Hosch spoke to the need to
We enjoyed a lovely Welcome to Country by Aunty
Zeta Briggs, great to catch up with so many other
amazing women from the Harmony Alliance which
represents Migrant and Refugee Woman and hear
their stories.
Christine, with Karen Parter our
ACT director and Wendy attended a very productive
2 Day meeting with all the other Alliances and
Women with Disabilities Australia. It was a very
informative meeting.

Visit our website - www.natsiwa.org.au
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Christine spoke about NATSIWA and our support for
Harmony Alliance women who have many issues that
parallel what we as first Nation Peoples have to
endure.

Tell your family and friends about NATSIWA
To become a Member of NATSIWA
Go to www.natsiwa.org.au
and fill in the online application or download
application and email to
seniorprojects@natiswa.org.au

Visit our website - www.natsiwa.org.au
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Cervical Cancer Prevention

The Western Australia Cervical Cancer Prevention Program
(WACCPP) will implement a campaign throughout
November 2019 to coincide with National Cervical Cancer
Awareness Week (11 – 17 November 2019). The campaign
aims to increase women’s understanding of the importance
of regular cervical screening and encourage women to book
an appointment for a cervical screening test if they are due
or overdue.
Health services and organisations large and small are
encouraged to register an activity to support the campaign
in their local community. Each activity registration will be
eligible to enter a competition for the organisation to win a
prize. Activity ideas include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Our Project Officer Wendy attended the
National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Health Worker Association (NATSIHWA)
Conference in Alice Springs in September.
2019 Marks 10 years since the formation of
NATSIHWA. The theme was ‘A Decade of Footprints
Driving Recognition’ the significance of the theme
was around Recognition of the health workforce
which has been an integral part of NATSIHWA
planning and future direction.

information stall or display
presentation about cervical screening
cervical screening clinic
newsletter article
women’s health forum or morning tea featuring
information about cervical cancer prevention
promoting cervical screening on social media
platforms.

Health promotion resources about cervical cancer, created
specifically for Aboriginal women, such as banners and
flyers, are available through WACCPP, please see the links
below for further information.

Contact details

Western Australia Cervical Cancer Prevention Program
O Block, King Edward Memorial Hospital
374 Bagot Road
Subiaco WA 6008
Ph: (08) 6458 1740 or 13 15 56
Fax: (08) 6458 1755
Email: cervicalscreening@health.wa.gov.au

Visit our website - www.natsiwa.org.au

The program included keynotes from Donna Ah
Chee, Dr Chelsea Bond, Jennifer Poelina, Isaiah
Dawe, a panel discussion with founding members, a
lunchtime Mini Keynote – CARPA, Good News Story
by Jeannie Campbell, Yarn on Systemic Racism with
Janine Mohamed and Dr Chelsea Bond,
presentation by Robert Dann on Staying Strong in
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health and
Human Services.

Women’s Health Hygiene
NATSIWA has again worked with the Pre-Vocational
Obstetrics and Gynaecology Society Australia & New
Zealand (PVOGS ANZ) And Distributed hygiene
products to several communities in NT.
Christine Ross (NATSIWA Acting CEO) and Tanyah
Nasir our Northern Territory Director distributed the
products, Twi Islands NT and Bagot Community in
Darwin.
We thank the members of PVOGS for the continued
support of NATSIWA and the donation of Hygiene
Products for our women and Girls.

The Conference concluded with a dinner at the foot
of the MacDonnell ranges at the eh beautiful Desert
Park. The evening was hosted by

For more about this conference log into
https://www.natsihwa.org.au/natsihwas-10-yearanniversary-conference

Visit our website - www.natsiwa.org.au
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a number of key topics affecting Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people in Australia.
The Keynote Presentation was delivered by Dr
Michelle Bachelet United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights, she then met a number of key
Aboriginal Leaders and organisations such as
NATSIWA at a Roundtable Meeting in Redfern to
provide vital feedback on the Status of Aboriginal
people in Australia. So not surprising it wasn’t a good
report card but very important she heard our issues
firsthand and can report back to the UN.

Check out the HEALTH InfoNet, for all your
research and up to date information providing
evidence base to close the gap and inform
policy and practice in Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Health
+61 8 9370 6336
healthinfonet@ecu.edu.au

Human Rights Commission’s Free and Equal
It was great to have a few NATSIWA representatives
attend the Australian Conversation on Human Rights

Conference today in Sydney. Always important to
begin with the Welcome to Gadigal Country by Uncle
WOMEN RANGERS “HOLD THE KEY”
Chika Madden. The scene was set with an all
Aboriginal Panel of Prof Mick Dodson, Teela Reid and
They do everything from protecting endangered
Prof Helen Milroy and Facilitated by Brooke Boney,
their Topic was Advance Australia Where? Indigenous animals to fire management to feral animal control indigenous women rangers are blazing a trail across
Australia in the 21st Century. Well done to this Panel the Kimberley.
for their very insightful and honest conversations on

Visit our website - www.natsiwa.org.au

There are now 8 women’s ranger teams and about
fifty female rangers - casual and full-time - who see
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their role as caretakers of country at a time of
growing pressure.

TELSTRA BUSINESS AWARDS

Published by Christine Ross · October 18 at 9:29 AM ·

At the foot of the 350 million year old Devonian Reef, Our CEO attended the Telstra Business Awards NT
they’re learning new practical skills as well as
which was held last night in my hometown of Darwin
receiving cultural knowledge from their elders.
NT, fabulous to see the all-female, Indigenous owned
social enterprise that makes Bush remedies for sale
“We can’t really control that (climate change) but we around Australia named ‘Bush Medijina’ win the
can do our best to look after the country the best
Award for Northern Territory Social Change Maker.
way we can.”
Their products are amazing and consist of handmade
Bush recipes and beauty products sold around the
world.
As a strong advocate for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Woman I love that their Business is governed
by an all-female Board, 80 per cent of their team are
Aboriginal and 100 per cent are female. The Bush
Medijina ladies all speak Anindiliyakwa as their first
language from Groote Eylandt NT.

Source ABC Kimberley.
Ms Murray says funding for women rangers is a big
challenge with current funding too piecemeal and
short-term. None of the 8 groups currently have
funding secured beyond 2020. She says longer-term
support - from both the public and private sector - is
needed.
Do you have an event or would like to share events
happening in your community? then send us an email to
seniorprojects@natsiwa.org.au and we will include in our
next newsletter.

Huge congratulations also to the other finalists
Babbarra Women’s Centre who just returned from an
incredibly successful visit to Paris to showcase an
exhibition featuring their traditional textile art Arnhem Land NT.
Great to get a selfie with the Chief Minister of the NT
Michael Gunner and my cousin Mischa Cartwright
and Lauren Ganley. Huge congratulations to all the
winners Territory Proud.
____________________________________
Be bold be brave – Treaty, self-determination
and... 20th November 2019
Wed, 9:30 am – 4:30 pm
Aborigines Advancement League Inc,
2 Watt St, Thornbury VIC
With a keynote speech from Victorian Treaty
Advancement Commissioner Jill Gallagher AO, and
facilitated by nationally recognised expert and leader
Professor Gregory Phillips, this conference...

Visit our website - www.natsiwa.org.au
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From Ipaa.org.au:

When someone's having a bad day,
A smile could go a long way,
So make sure to put one on
And keep it until the day is gone.
You don't know what this deed
Could do for a friend in need.
It might save them from the pain
Of a sadness they cannot contain.
Don't ask what a smile can do
Because I'm sure it once helped you.
Source: https://www.familyfriendpoems.com/poem/asmile-3

Visit our website - www.natsiwa.org.au
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