
  

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

A Note from Our CEO - Sandra Creamer 

Greetings to all. This year has been a busy year and we are thankful 

that we have been able to travel and to meet again for 

conferences/workshops and to see family. At the beginning of the year 

the Government called for all Alliances to go to tender and to reapply 

for the tender and funding. We have lodge our application and we will 

know by August if we will be refunded again. As you are all aware 

there are quite a few organisations especially women’s who are 

waiting to see if they will be refunded.  

NATSIWA met face to face in Alice Springs early this year for the 

first time in over 16 months and I had the pleasure of meeting up with 

Jasmine Cavanagh. Jasmine told me her story of the class action that 

happened in Santa Teresa regarding the neglect of their homes. 

Jasmine was the leading applicant and had one of the worse cases, she 

had a blocked toilet and leaking shower for 269 days, during this time  

sewage water leaked through her family home. I asked if I could share 

her story and she approved it.  

With so much happening in Australia, it is the bravery of so many now 

speaking out against the wrongs.  With the current climate change of 

so many social issues that are affecting Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander women and their families, I wanted to highlight the struggles 

that we are still going through and the wrongs that are happening and 

the many unknown women who are trying to make the wrongs right.  
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We also had a webinar with the Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander Women’s Legal Service NQ, 

AWAVA and 1800Respect on how to change 

orders, evidence, and legal issues.  You can view the 

webinar on our website and the link is below, it is on 

domestic violence and gives information on how to 

fill out a DV Application and the information that is 

required, as well as understanding the court process, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IXItpWU8hsg 

NATSIWA held a e-leader business meeting in 

Canberra this year and we are planning to have one 

in South Australia, Victoria and Tasmania 

throughout this year. 

I was invited to be a guest speaker at Sky Orange’s 

team meeting in January, from that conversation, I 

suggested that they should visit Alice Springs and 

consider going there with a van. I am please to say 

they did go to Alice Springs in April and they 

connected with eight organisations and set up three 

shifts and provided the space for 39 loads of 

washing to be done and around 35 people connected 

with the van. Thanks to our senior project office 

Wendy Anders who was a guide for Sky Orange in 

Alice Springs.  

 

 

We, continue to receive donations and through the 

donations we have been able to donate to other 

women’s organisation and communities. To those 

who have donated funds thank you very much as the 

funds are going back to women and children to 

support them. You can read more about who the 

funds have been donated to.  

It has been a busy month this May for domestic 

violence, and I was honoured to be on the panel with 

some great Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

women as part of the series “We say no more”. 

Thanks to NITV and SBS for putting together the 

panel for an important discussion on domestic 

violence. Rhonda Roberts AO, hosted the discussion 

and from left to right – Marlene Longbottom, Ashlee 

Donohue, Sandra Creamer, Jody Curry and Dr 

Vanessa Lee.

 

 

We hope that you all continue to stay safe and strong 

during the COVID and remember to look out for 

each other especially during any lock down time. 

Take care and be well.  

Sandra Creamer 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IXItpWU8hsg


  

  

 

 

 

 

Greetings NATSIWA Members, 

Hopefully, everyone enjoyed the Easter Break and 

school holidays in some states. 

Whilst we are in May its certainly been a jam 

packed year so far with the focus very much on 

woman and our constant demand for equality and for 

our voices heard. We know as Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander Women we have long been calling 

out the crisis our women are still facing when it 

comes to domestic violence and the lack of funding 

and resources into this area and our voice just have 

not been heard. It is important to see this highlighted 

in some areas such as Q & A with Stan Grant and 

Joe Williams as guests and various Forums our CEO 

Sandra Creamer has participated in.  

It has been great to enjoy a few key highlights this 

year, the first was celebrating International 

Women’s Day (IWD) with 8 amazing Aboriginal 

women as Speakers at our Event at Crown Perth, my 

role was as co-organiser and MC duties. There are 

some moments that will stay with you forever and 

this IWD Breakfast ‘Celebrating Aboriginal 

Woman’s Voices’ was one of them, I cannot thank 

my beautiful sisters who so graciously and 

courageously shared their stories as at times it was 

very emotional and the pain very raw. We had 

nothing but love, respect and admiration for them as 

we are reminded that Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Woman will tell our stories ourselves from 

a lived experience. So huge thanks to Nicole Casley 

Alison Gibson Sharon Rebecca Rickard, Paulette 

Brown, Lorraine Pryor and Aaliyah Nestoridis and 

particularly Carol Innes for not only sharing your 

story but also your beautiful and insightful summary 

and closing remarks as you bought together a truly 

memorable and amazing morning. 

I have been organising this Event for IWD since 

2016 in Perth as our voices were not being heard so 

it was great to acknowledge my co-founder 

yesterday the amazing Isabella Adams, who has 

spent a lifetime being a trailblazer for our woman, 

she was also my pre-school teacher in Darwin.  

Huge thanks to our fabulous Sponsors particularly 

NATSIWA as the Major Sponsor who supported our 

event as without your financial support it would not 

have happened.  

Thank you to my co-organisers Florence 

Drummond, Sharon Ninyette, Murray Riley from 

Crown Perth and everyone who attended. It was 

great to thank Naomi Bonney for the use of her 

beautiful artwork that we used on all our 

promotional posters and slides. 

As Woman of all Nationalities, we needed this event 

to come together to celebrate IWD but also re- 

harness the energy within. 



  

  

 

 

 

 

(IWD event Perth) 

Well done to all the woman and men who came out 

in big numbers across the Australia as part of the 

National March 4 Justice Protests, great to see so 

many of our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

women representing both as participants and 

speakers. In Mparntwe (Alice Springs) all the 

speakers were excellent especially Catherine Satour 

and Alison Furber. 

 

 

(Enough is Enough event Alice Springs) 

 

As our NATSIWA Board was meeting in Mparntwe 

that week, our CEO Sandra Creamer and I joined the 

locals to say, ‘Enough is Enough’. The Politicians in 

Canberra can no longer be a law unto themselves, 

change has to happen NOW. Well done to everyone 

across Australia for the fantastic show of support as 

we are strong in solidarity - Woman’s Voices will be 

heard.  

As an Arrernte/ Eastern Arrernte/ Kaytetye Woman 

it was great to welcome my sisters/ fellow Directors 

from NATSIWA to my country Alice Springs, it was 

the first time in 16 months that we have had a face-

to-face board meeting due to Covid 19 and sadly my 

last catch up in person as my term as the 

Chairperson and WA Director finishes in a few 

weeks and I will be stepping down. 



  

  

 

 

 

 

 

NATSIWA has definitely been one of the best and 

most hard-working Aboriginal organisations that I 

have been privileged to have been a part of, as it was 

set up to empower our woman to have a strong and 

effective voice across the board. 

It was great for our NATSIWA Board to meet with 

my elders and yaye’s, pictured below are some of 

those who have attended our NATSIWA e-leader 

business program in Alice Spring in partnership with 

Westpac, Marrawah Law and NT Business 

Enterprise. All these amazing Aboriginal women in 

the program are business owners, traditional 

knowledge holders and some are translators. The 

program we do is to support and empower our 

women to self-determination, to generate their own 

income by making economic gains as well as 

leaderships in their roles as business owners and 

women. 

 

After our meeting it was great to show my deadly 

sisters my beautiful Arrernte Country as some of 

them have never been to Mparntwe before. 

 

 

 



  

  

 

 

 

DONATIONS 

Here are some of our recent activities from our 

donations that we have received.  

Pictured Left to Right is Elma Breaden, Christine Breaden 

and Natasha Abbott. 

The CEO met with Christine Breaden and Natasha 

Abbott last year in Alice Springs at NATSIWA’s e-

leader workshop. This workshop is in parternship 

with WESTPAC, NT Business Enterprise and 

Marrawah Law, supporting Indigenous women who 

are in business or thinking of going into business. 

Natasha had travelled over 5 hours from Wanmarra 

to attend our workshop and told her story about 

Karrke Aborginal Culture Experience and Tours. 

Wanmarra is a small community of only 15 people 

and it was their vision to start a business, they came 

up with the idea to do a cultural experience and 

tours. Christine speaks 5 languages and has the 

knowledge of the land that has been passed onto her 

from generation to generation.  

Through the COVID pandamic they could not run 

any tours and because of the remote area they lived 

in they did not have the opportunity to travel into 

Alice Springs as much and they had concerns about 

the future of their business. Sandra Creamer heard 

their stories and NATSIWA elected from the 

donations to donate $1,500 for them to buy art 

supplies so they could continue to do their 

traditional story lines through their art work. 

We are very humble and very grateful for your kind 

generosity and support you and NATSIWA have 

given towards our business Karrke Aboriginal 

Cultural Experience and Tours. The art supplies will 

allow us and other members of the Wanmarra 

community to come together in a shared space to 

produce beautiful artwork as well as continue our 

storytelling through our art using the variety of 

colourful acrylic paints and canvas rolls to sell to 

the many visitors that visit and travel to the 

Watarrka area. 

On behalf of Christine Breaden, we thank you very 

much and we look forward to continuing to be a part 

of the wider NATSIWA family and network support.  

Christine and Natasha also spoke on our 

International Women’s Day panel, the link is under 

our webinar heading. If you are going to Alice 

Springs and would like to know more about Karrke 

Aboriginal Culture Tours click on the link below. 

Karrke Aboriginal Cultural Experience & Tours 

Thursday Island 

NATSIWA made a $5,000 donation to Mura Kosker 

Sorority Inc. Mura Kosker is located in the Torres 

Strait region. They provide culturally appropriate 

specialised counselling to perpetrators and victims 

and children witness to domestic & family violence. 

Mura Kosker covers Thursday Island, Hammond 

Island, Horn Island, Badu Island, Mabuiag Island, St 

Pauls Village Moa Island, Kubin Village Moa 

Island, Dauan Island, Boigu Island, Yam Island, 

Warraber Island, Coconut Island, Yorke Island and 

Murray Island.  

Scholarships in partnership with Modibodi 

Through the donations NATSIWA offered a $1,000 

scholarship to University students who entering their 

second year or above. Scholarships were awarded to: 

https://www.karrke.com.au/


  

  

 

 

 

Annaliese McCarthy, Rhonda Stacey, April Carlisle, 

Amy McInturff, Tiffany Stokes and Marianne 

Headland. NATSIWA will do another calling later 

on in the year for scholarships. We thank Modibodi 

for the funds they have provided for the scholarships 

and for the women who applied. 

INTERNATIONAL WOMENS DAY – Theme 
“Choose to Challenge” 

Tasmania  

Our Tasmanian Director Bianca Templar held a 

International Day Lunch at the Launceston 

Tasmanian Elders centre on Wednesday 10th 

March.  

 

 

 

 

Australian Capital Territory 

Our Director from Canberra worked in partnership 

with ACTCOSS, Relationships Australia, Gugan 

Gulwan (Youth Organisation) to celebrate 

International Women’s Day. 

 

 

 

 

 



  

  

 

 

 

Northern Territory 

Our Director Tanyah Nasir from Northern Territory 

in support from NATSIWA sponsored a table for 

some ladies from the Darwin Aboriginal and 

Islander Women’s Shelter to attend the No Woman 

Left Behind conference in Darwin on the 5th March. 

It was a great day for the ladies who attended this 

conference with Tanyah. 

Queensland 

Sandra Creamer spoke on a panel for the 

International Women’s Day event for the 

Queensland Law Society in Brisbane. Sandra spoke 

about NATSIWA and the challenges that women are 

facing, one of the challenges that is often discussed 

with our women is the barriers to making an 

economic gain in business. For most of the 

participants from our e-leader workshop in Alice 

Springs and in remote area one of the main issues is 

the lack of water security this remains a silent issue 

for some. Sandra gave a case example of one of the 

ladies from an outstation who attended NATSIWA’s 

workshop, she lives 225 kms south west of Alice 

Springs, who won their native title after a long 

battle, then they wanted to start a viable business 

with their bush plants and all that was standing 

between them was water security, they had two 

bores, both had sulphur and one small water tank. As 

we know Land is life, there is no alternative to water 

and water is life. Through meeting this lady, Sandra 

helped her with a funding application and the lady 

now has 3 large water tanks on their outstation.   

Sandra Creamer was the keynote speaker for the 

Zonta Club of Caboolture. Sandra spoke about 

NATSIWA and the challengers and barriers that 

Indigenous women face.  

 

South Australia 

Our Director Patricia Waria-Reid held a 

International women’s day event for NATSIWA and 

they discussed recommendations for South 

Australia. NATSIWA will be hosting a e-leader 

workshop with Westpac and Marrawah law before 

August this year and we provide further information 

in the near future to this event. We would encourage 

Indigenous business female owners and anyone who 

is interested in starting their own business to attend. 

 



  

  

 

 

 

New South Wales  

Our New South Wales Director Beverly Collins 

reached out to support the Casino Wake up Time 

Group and one of their great weavers co-ordinated 

with Beverly a day event for the International 

Women’s Day. Donations of a $1,000 went towards 

buying the material and lunch for the ladies for the 

day to support them to come together and to learn 

the weaving knowledge that has been passed on 

from each generation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

  

 

 

 

OTHER NEWS. 

E-Leader workshop Canberra - On the 19th April, 

NATSIWA, ACTCOSS, Westpac, Marrawah Law 

(Cassie Lang) held an e-leader business workshop 

with women in Canberra. 

 

Westpac provided information on: Relevance of 

planning, Fundamental financial management skills, 

Tips on improving cash flow and Managing growth. 

Marrawah provided information on: understanding 

your rights obligations and intellectual property, 

what is your responsibility on a business, practical 

ways to protect your traditional know and Q and A. 

We will be holding a workshop in the near future in 

Tasmania, South Australia and Victoria. 

OUR Tasmanian Director Bianca Templar won the 

First Nations Peoples Achievement Award for 2021.  

Bianca Templar 26 of Ravenswood is enhancing 

the voice of grassroots Tasmanian aboriginal 

voices. Bianca is a young Aboriginal woman who 

has worked to co-facilitate Come Walk With Us 

sessions as well as coordinate and execute the 

Launceston Black Lives Matter Vigil. Bianca has 

spoken on radio for the wide community to be 

further educated about issues Tasmanian Aboriginal 

People face and the politics involved. She has 

worked with the Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre and 

the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Alliance. Bianca completed a Bachelor of Social 

Work. She was named the Tasmanian Aboriginal 

Youth of the Year at the 2020 NAIDOC awards. 

 



  

  

 

 

 

 

 

WEBINARS 

Domestic and Family Violence and knowing your 

Rights on the 27th January 2021.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IXItpWU8hsg 

 

International women’s day 

Choose to Challenge’ International Women’s 

Day 2021 Webinar 

Indigenous Australian women confront health challenges 

and self-determination in remote communities. 

(3) Indigenous Australian women confront health 
challenges and self-determination in remote 
communities - YouTube 

NAIDOC 2021 

2021 National NAIDOC logo  

2021 theme 

Heal Country, heal our 
nation. 

Heal Country! – calls for stronger measures to recognise, 
protect, and maintain all aspects of Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander culture and heritage. 

 

NAIDOC Week will be held 4-11 

July 2021. NAIDOC Week is usually held in the 

first week (a Sunday to Sunday) of July that 

incorporates the second Friday – which 

historically was celebrated as 'National 

Aboriginal Day'. 

SAY NO TO DOMESTIC/FAMILY 
VIOLENCE 

Domestic violence refers to violence, abuse and 

intimidation between people who are currently or 

have previously been in an intimate relationship.  

The perpetrator uses violence to control and 

dominate the other person. This causes fear, 

physical harm and/or psychological harm. 

Domestic violence is a violation of human rights. 

Domestic violence in Australia can include: 

• physical assault 

• sexual assault 

• verbal abuse 

• emotional abuse 

• financial abuse 

• technology-facilitated abuse 

• social abuse – isolating someone from their 

friends and family 

• spiritual abuse – stopping someone from 

practicing their religion. 

If someone is hurting you, or threatening to hurt 
you, it can be hard to maintain your self-confidence 
or feelings of self-worth. You might even want to 
blame yourself. Remember that it’s never okay for 
someone to hurt you or threaten to hurt you. The 
best thing you can do in this situation is to get some 
support to help you plan a path to safety.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IXItpWU8hsg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o7eZN3rTPyI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o7eZN3rTPyI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o7eZN3rTPyI
https://www.whiteribbon.org.au/understand-domestic-violence/types-of-abuse/physical-abuse/
https://www.whiteribbon.org.au/understand-domestic-violence/types-of-abuse/sexual-abuse/
https://www.whiteribbon.org.au/understand-domestic-violence/types-of-abuse/verbal-abuse/
https://www.whiteribbon.org.au/understand-domestic-violence/types-of-abuse/emotional-abuse/
https://www.whiteribbon.org.au/understand-domestic-violence/types-of-abuse/financial-abuse/
https://www.whiteribbon.org.au/understand-domestic-violence/types-of-abuse/social-abuse/
https://www.whiteribbon.org.au/understand-domestic-violence/types-of-abuse/spiritual-abuse/

